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OVERVIEW 

Sarah Wiskerchen form KarenZupko & 
Associates, Inc will lead attendees through 
essential coding subjects for trauma surgeons. 
Beginning with E/M services, she’ll review 
common questions and answers about how 
the 2021 criteria are defined, and variations 
that apply in different practice settings. 
Importantly, she’ll explain how E/M criteria for 
consultations, inpatient services, and obser-
vation will change in 2023, and how CMS’s 
shared visit reporting rules for physicians and 
PAs/NPs will be revised.   For surgery, she’ll 
explain important changes in Fracture care 
reporting and arthroplasty coding, as well as 
associated services such as external fixation, 
hardware removal, NWPT, and drug delivery 
devices. We’ll integrate these concepts in 
practical, real-world trauma scenarios, 
addressing commonly-asked questions about 
when services can (or can’t) be separately 
reported under CPT rules.

Each attendee will receive a copy of KZA’s 
popular workbook full of concrete examples 
and reference materials. Attend this course 
and strengthen your coding confidence and 
accuracy.  

CPT CODING ESSENTIALS
FOR ORTHOPAEDIC TRAUMA

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
After attending the 2022 CPT Coding Essentials for 
Orthopaedic Trauma, participants will be able to: 
ü	Apply revised E/M criteria to consultation, 
	 inpatient, observation encounters
ü	Demonstrate the proper use of modifier 25 
ü	Define what is included in global fracture care
ü	Explain the difference between modifier 58 and 
	 modifier 78
ü	Accurately code for shared visits with PAs and NPs

Sarah Wiskerchen, MBA, CPC
Senior Consultant 

KarenZupko and Associates, Inc.

Brian P. Cunningham, MD
Course Chair

ABOUT THE SPEAKER 

Sarah is a nationally recognized 
orthopaedic consultant and speaker, 
who succeeds in helping clients identify 
both the risk and opportunity in coding, 
reimbursement, and operational systems. 

Sarah is an instructor for the 
AAOS annual coding workshop 
series on CPT and ICD-10 and 
has presented at annual 
meetings for numerous state societies and professional 
organizations, including ASSH, OTA, and AOAO. In addition, 
Sarah has provided coding education and consultation for a 
variety of academic, employed and private practices across 
the nation. Her comprehensive knowledge of complex coding 
concepts, including ICD-10-CM codes and surgical modifiers 
specific to hand, shoulder, podiatry, hip, knee, and total joint 
procedures make her a sought-after educator, trainer and 
speaker. 

Sarah holds a Master of Business Administration from the 
University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minnesota, and a Bachelor’s 
degree in business and finance from the University of 
Wisconsin-River Falls. She is an AAPC-certified coder.

1ota.org.
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COURSE AGENDA

1:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Surgical Coding for Orthopaedic 
Trauma Surgeons
	 Global Surgical Package
		  What is or isn’t separately reportable?

	 CPT, AAOS GSDG, and NCCI Edits  
		  Navigating code definitions, specialty 
		  society guidelines, and payor rules – 
		  what are the differences?

	 Global Period Modifiers in Trauma: 58, 78, 79

	 Fracture Coding Concepts  

		  •	 How do 2022 guideline changes 
			   impact your coding?
		  •	 What is Restorative Care?  
		  •	 Itemized vs Global Reporting for 
			   Non-Manipulated Fractures
		  •	 Fracture care shared with NPPs

	 Other Trauma Services  

		  •	 Debridement associated with 
			   open fractures
		  •	 Other Wound Debridement
		  •	 Wound Repairs
		  •	 External Fixation – updated CPT guidance
		  •	 Hardware Removal – updated AAOS
			   guidance
		  •	 NPWT – updated AAOS guidance
		  •	 Drug Delivery Devices

We’ll discuss these topics, and review case 
examples that integrate them in “real world” 
orthopaedic trauma scenarios. 

	 Trauma Coding True or False?   
	 We’ll tackle commonly-asked questions about 
	 when services can (or can’t) be separately
	 reported. 

CPT CODING ESSENTIALS FOR 
ORTHOPAEDIC TRAUMA

The Orthopaedic Trauma Association is accredited
by the Accreditation Council for Continuing 
Medical Education (ACCME) to provide continuing 
medical education for physicians.

The Orthopaedic Trauma Association designates this live 
activity for a maximum of 6 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. 
Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with 
the extent of their participation in the activity.

Wednesday, October 12, 2022
 
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM

E/M Categories of Service in the Office 
and Hospital

E/M Guidelines for the Office Setting
	 Top 10 Questions

E/M Guidelines for the ER and 
Hospital Setting
	 What’s Ahead in 2023?

Shared Visits with PAs and NPs
	 What are the Revised Rules in 2022 and 2023?

E&M Modifiers: 24, 57, and 25

12:00 PM – 1:00 PM     Lunch Break
		                       (Box lunch provided.)

     #OTA2022 |     @otatrauma |     @otatrauma | ota.org  2



FUTURE EVENTS
Most Educational Opportunities include AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™

Visit www.ota.org for details.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION DEADLINES (apply online)
November 15, 2022 / May 15, 2023

RESIDENT GRANT APPLICATION OPENS (apply online)
October 18, 2022

FULL GRANT PRE-PROPOSAL OPENS (apply online)
October 18, 2022

OTA SPECIALTY DAY
March 11, 2023      Las Vegas, NV

SPRING RESIDENT COMPREHENSIVE FRACTURE COURSE
March 29 - April 1, 2023      Nashville, TN

FELLOWS COURSE
April 20 - 23, 2023      Boston, MA

ADVANCED CASE CONTROVERSIES COURSE FOR RESIDENTS
April 21 - 22, 2023      Chicago, IL

FALL RESIDENT COMPREHENSIVE FRACTURE COURSE
October 18 - 20, 2023      Seattle, WA

OTA 39TH ANNUAL MEETING & PRE-MEETING EVENTS
October 18 - 21, 2023      Seattle, WA

PRE-MEETING EVENTS 
Basic Science Focus Forum	 Orthopaedic Trauma for NP’s and PA’s
International Trauma Care Forum	 E/M & Surgical Coding Course 
Orthopaedic Trauma Boot Camp	 Pelvis and Acetabulum Course
Young Practitioners Forum	 Soft Tissue Coverage Skills Course
OTA Member Fireside I & II	 Educate the Educators	

Abstract Deadline: February 7, 2023

WiFi: OTA2022                  Password: OTA22AM
Scan the QR Code or Search OTA Events in your app store to
download the app for full schedule, abstracts, ePosters, maps
and more. Be sure to accept push notifications for updates.


