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Dr. Michael F. Sheehan has made extraordinary contributions to the field of opioid use disorder
treatment through more than three decades of clinical leadership, research participation, and
community advocacy. Since 1995, he has overseen the clinical care of thousands of individuals
living with opioid dependence. Furthermore, extending beyond clinical care, Dr. Sheehan
played a pivotal role in expanding access to Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT) across
underserved populations, ensuring that evidence-based interventions like methadone and
buprenorphine are not confined to academic settings but are available within real-world,
community-based programs. Dr. Sheehan is a principal investigator through the National
Institute on Drug Abuse’s Clinical Trials Network (CTN) and has contributed to landmark studies
demonstrating the efficacy of buprenorphine/naloxone in opioid detoxification. His research
has directly informed national treatment guidelines and expanded treatment options
nationwide.

Throughout his career, Dr. Sheehan has been widely admired for his profound compassion,
intellectual humility, and steadfast commitment to patient-centered care. He blends scientific
precision with a warm, humanistic approach that treats every patient as deserving of dignity
and hope. Dr. Sheehan is a respected mentor to clinicians across Florida, fostering a generation
of providers who understand that opioid use disorder is a chronic medical condition worthy of
compassionate, science-driven care. He fosters collaboration across disciplines, and he
encourages innovation while maintaining the highest ethical standards.




